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DENNIS PIPER!
YOU'RE FINALLY
HERE!

THAT o
CHARMING GIRL §
OF YOURS HAS

BEEN GONG OUT
OF HER MINP.

WHAT KEPT

I DON'T KNOW WHAT THE WORLD 15
COMING TO. FIRST, THIS MASKEP
BURGLAR, THE OPERATIVE, WON'T
LEAVE OUR SORT OF PECPLE ALONE.
NOW THERE'S THIS COSTUMEP
VIGILANTE, THE REVENANT...
ANP THEY SAY HE'S

coL OEE' FAR MORE

1 TERRIFYING, I

| AGREE. THE PAILY BUGLE
|€ RIGHT TC CONPEMN
HIM AS A MONSTER.

I'M SO GLAP
YOU'RE HERE. T
PON'T BELONG

WITH THESE

PEOPLE.

o
I'VE BEEN
ROBBEPD!
CALL THE
POLICE!

THEY'RE SPOILEP
SNOBS, ALICE. THEY
PONT KNOW WHAT IT'S
LIKE TO GROW UP POCR

3 OR TO CLAW FOR
EVERYTHING IN
LIFE.
=1 |

yOou
EARNEP YOUR
SPOT ON BROADWAY.
YOU'RE A BEAUTIFLL,
BRILLIANT GIRL...
THEY'RE THE ONES
NOT WORTHY
OF You.




R [~

IS THAT §
GORGEOUS GENERAL )
OF YOURS COMING

) BY TONIGHT? i
* BUT I'P THROW HIM OVER
IN A HEARTBEAT FOR

A POWERFUL MAN IN A /
UNIFORM. /

l "WANT TO SHOW HIM T CAN

BE SOMEBOPY ON

X I PONT
WANT TO FEEL
LIKE A BURPEN

TO HIM.

IF YOU EVER
GET TIREP OF HIM,
| E &

=
|

ANDP THAT'S

THE DIFFERENCE Rl
BETWEEN YOU ANP

ME, SALLY.

{ HE'S GOING TO
f INTROPUCE ME TO A




I CAN'T THANK
YOU ENOUGH FOR
ALL YOU'VE OFFEREP
TO PO FOR ME.

I AM POING
NOTHING MORE
THAN BRINGING
TWO TALENTEP
FRIENPS
TOGETHER.
TRULY, THE
PLEASURE
1S MINE.

WH-WHERE PID
ALICE GO7 SHE WAS
HERE A MINUTE AGO

WASN'T SHE?

THOUGHT
SHE WAS...
BUT I CAN'T
REMEMBER.

THIS PIRECTOR OF
YOURS POESN'T HAVE
ANY FUNNY IPEAS?
BECAUSE I CAN'T I'MIN
PO THAT. LOVE WITH
PENNIS.

I WOULP NEVER
BRING YOU IF I HAP
ANY POUBTS. YOU
ARE SAFE WITH ME.
YOU KNOW THAT.







I ha ve sources all over f'r-e - ='= F‘ .
city. Money gets you any '!I.'[!‘l"-!"a'-'Il' .

inrormation you want.

lee this bui ldmg
with its hard case 8
for alandlord. §

Six tenants to be evicted
at the end of the month if
they don't come up with the

hich £ |

people in the city

t work. Where

loes ird think he's
qomq to find new tenants?

VW sty
At m;,;;f" ,__4/,@5,3,,
/’/’-'5'/2}?/’/244/ 2




U THE NEXT DAY. U

I don't remember
a whole lot after
I saw that paper.

I don't want to remember.
I don't want to Know.

AIN'T THAT
WHAT THEY SAY,
BARTLETT?

RE?
PIPER HERE IS FE
GUILTY ABOUT
SOMETHING.

—

7 you FIND
WHO KILLEP
HERZ

HEY, TAYLOR. N

KNOW IF WE

FOUNP THE

MURPERER.
) BUT YOU

' KNOW WHAT?

I THINK WE

JUST pip.




That stench in the
air is the emell of
burning bridges.

There's no
doing back.

Sometimes you make
ygour mistakes with

your eues wide open.

sometimes
you don't

have a choice.

Nowhere to go
but forward.
All the wau.

They pushed
me to this.

Now I was
geing to
push back.




There was no love lost between &
me and my father, but he alwaus
Kept the heat off--to protect
himself, not because he gave a
damn about me.

Looks like the rule
changed. The coppe

My Father is either letting it
haﬁppn or making it happen.

Either wauy,
I'll have to
grieve later.

THEN IT'S
NIGHTY-NIGHT B
TIME FOR You, |
\ OFFICER.

IHOPE N
| You sAID YOUR
\ ' PRAYERS.

JEEZ, BARTLETT. N
I ALWAYS FIGURED IF
ONE OF s WET HIS
PANTS IN THE LINE OF
PUTY, IT WOULP
BE ME.

More cops on the
street, so the front
door isn't an option.

I alwaye had a planin
ase I needed to lam off,
but I'd rather be dead

than need it for Chis.

Y/ But I wasn't dead,

4 and Alice was. Theu

should've Killed me too.

lw‘

/ORP CAME N\
WN THAT .v'Du ;
WAS Tu"! BE

I PON'T
KNOW NOTHING
EL SE. Ll



GENTLEMEN. : THE MINING

MADAM. A OPERATIONS IN WEST & THE NEWLY OPENED O
VR N TROLLED. T Bl 0 EMPIRE STATE BUILDING.
| r =

THE COUNTRY WE CONTROLLED, THE TR 20 N
IS IN ECONOMIC = POLICE PEPARTMENTS AND (%= - — ‘ ——

CHAOS, AND WE  LOCAL GOVERNMENTS THAT f !
CONTINUE TO WE OWN, THE UNIONS
~ WE'VE PUT POWN.

|
OUR MOVE ’ " | !
INTO THE NARCOTICS Pt L AND YET
TRAPE HAS PROVEP MOST Y vl il | I SENSE YOUR
PROFITABLE, AS HAVE OUR 7 S\ LINHAPPINESS.

AMOUNT OF NICOTINE
IN CIGARETTES.

4, I CANNOT
TALE'E;%ETT% s = PENY THAT WE HAVE
ABO | PONE WELL, BUT THIS
ARCHEOLOGICAL : IS A BOARD, NOT A
P16 WE'RE FUNPING : PICTATORSHIP.
IN TURKEY. '
YOU ARE PUTTING A
T e -
INTO E Y THIS N KING FOR A--
PROFESSOR LEWIS GREEN. : L,%Cg;.;"ngpi
BUT I PON'T SEE HOW - oaT ITEM. 2
AN EXCAVATION OF THE =3 L
RUINE OF TROY
BENEFITS LS.

ANP WHEN I

f FIND [T, IT WILL

il CHANGE EVERYTHING.

B\ YOU MAY ALL PEPENP

UPON IT.

I HAVE LEP
YOU THUS FAR ANP
YOU WILL TRUST ME
ON THIS.

AND NOW,
GENTLEMEN,
LARPY. YOU WILL
EXCLISE ME. &

& IILﬁﬁi_l! e
Il e




WORK STRIKES.
FOOP RIOTS.
THIS REVENANT
CHARACTER.

I CAN'T FIX

MA) : e !!Ljf"

—
't

|'_-— = %—-‘-'_i'r
i1 e -+ ORRY
' B — > > BLINYC
| : | = _
|| = .
N ‘ - L WHAT A
| i1 7 ! NICE =
l 1 THIS GIR
ou THE W
1 " 7 L
’ HE

— . = | WO
P o = N FOR
) | ~
A
L




PREFERREP.

T THOLGHT MY
SACRIFICE WOULP
HAVE ALLOWEP YOU

TO TAKE YOU

OWN FORM.

THAT 18 WHAT

IT POWER. IT G
: IGTH

A GREATER
€] IE STARR GIRL TO
ORE ME TO

MY GLORY.




PIPER, I
(n.f-d-\‘ I M\‘H

o - DN T N l l 1
"PIPER, PIP YOU KNOW TI-sAT 1
ALICE HAP A S/STE -
KINP OF CRAZY LAPY




heg croaked HasKell to shut him up, the
poor stiff. But that meant he'd discovered

something. Something about Alice's sister.

And he'd left notes about an air-

P Ficld out in Queens, the one where
\“ the amusement park used to be.
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' REMEMBER

FOR THE REPORT,
MEN...I FEAREP FOR
MY LIFE. T HAP NO
CHC‘ICEEBJT TO USE

CHRIST...IT'S
HIM, ISN'T IT?
THE REVENANT/
HE'S REAL/

7 HE AINT
S REAL! HE--
o NNFF{




Not mu fault they leave these
cop care just eitting around.
It's like an invitation to take one.

And this Revenant.

1 didn't believe in him

until tonight. For the [
moment, though, he

| was okay in my book.

And when eomeone
comes running in
terror, screaming
to get down, chances
are, detting down is
the right thing to do.

Haegkell's notes said
Alice's sister, Sarah,
ie renting this hangar. He
thought she was living in
it, kooky as that sounds.

I don't Know what else
Smith wrote down in
his office, but the cops
are hot onmuy trail.

Whatever is going
on, I have to talk
to the gister
and beat it fast.




It's just that...
I didn't know she
would look so = :

much like Alice. It's like looking
at a ghost. I can
hardly breathe.

Also, ehe's putting a lot
of ner weight on my chest,
go that doesn't help.

IT PIPN'T
EXPLOPE. HEY
MISTER, IT PIPN'T
EXPLOPE/

YOU KNOW
WHAT THAT

' COTTP}%%JEEL’?JTETI E
5 v LE.
OF COURSE IT POES. BUT IT CAN'T BE
OTHERWISE, IT'S NOT TOO VOLATILE, OR
MUCR €¢00P, ELSE T EXPLOPES
1€ IT7 1 IN YOUR FACE, AND
L NO ONE WANTS TO
BLOW UP, PO THEYZ
KNOW WHAT I
MEAN?Z

I'P LIKE TO
KNOW WHAT
YOU'RE POING
HERE MYSELF.

JEEPERS!
YOU'RE
ALICE'S
Guy.

LISTEN,
SARAH, THE
COPS ARE
TRYING TO PIN
EVERYTHING

ONME- "4 FRIEND OF

MINE, A PRIVATE
PEEPER, POKEP
ARQLIND AND
WOUNP P
PEAPD.

W SNNHHEF N
NOT REALLY,
NC. /

BUT IF YOU
COULP GET OFF
ME. I'P LOVE
TO HEAR
ABOUT IT.

" WAITONE %
MINUTE. WHO ARE

Y T SURE | YOUZ WHAT ARE

SOMEONE YOU POING
POES, BUT HERE?
IT'ELSOT -

BUT NOT
BEFORE HE
CAME UP WITH
YOUR NAME.




THAT MEANS
THE COPS MIGHT

BE COMING AFTER
YOU. WE'VE GOT
TO GET OUT OF _ 5
HER TCANT N
JUST LEAVE.
YOURE CRAZY
IF YOU THINK I'LL
ABANPON MY

LAB.

WEARING
KIP ¢LOVES.

Y voucor P <
MORE LIVES THAN BUT T

| A CAT, PIPER. T'LL }[j",’;fr‘ i

L~ TCRANT YOU NGy










YOU'RE
PONE, YOU
PARKIE
FREAK/




7 you SHOW.
REMARKABLE
SKILL, MR.
\ PIPER
7 you HAVE“\)

y
( MY UNDYING
i\ GRATITLIDE,
-

BUT YOU :
WANT TO TELL ME
HOW YOU KNOW
WHO I AM--AND
WHAT ALL THIS IS
TOYOU?

7 TWANTTO © AND I SUGGEST
FIND OUT WHO THE REVENANT AND
KILLED ALICE THE OPERATIVE FIND
STARR. CUr TOGETHER.
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1 was sti1l very new to writing comics when editor Bill Rosemann asked
me if T was interested in writing a miniseries about pulp=era characters
set in lMarvel continuity. Looking back, I'm glad I was new because if I'd
understood what a rare and important opportunity this was, I might have been
too intimidated to accept. Creating all=new characters that evoked the pulp
aesthetic but also felt 1like real Marvel heroes, and creating a new chapter in
the history of the IMarvel U. How cool is that?

Over the course of a few weeks, bill and I hashed out what kinds of characters
VICTIN we:wanted for this book. I thought we had some good ideas, but good ideas aren't
snows ! enough, and a comic book has tolook good. Bill proposed a lot of names as he
DOA er searched for the right artist, and I would have been thrilled to work with any
Na all of them, but when he mentioned Patrick Zircher, I knew he was the person 1
Ignaa wanted on-this title. If you are reading this, then you are holding the book in

nonser your hands, and so you know why. liystery lien is, without doubt, one of the best
looking comics out there. Period.
S Any story set in the New York o € ear s should evoke some of the re
Stat Ainy story setint York of th 1930 1 kK 2 al
panic issues of the period. The '30s were about more than speakeasies, dirigibles and
feuls awesome hats, and so we threw in issues of race and gender inequity, poverty
nonsﬁ_ and greed, unfair labor practices, and many other gritty realities of the
mine: Depression. We also wanted the book to be set firmly in the Marvel U., so keep
0 ho, d for so amiliar na and faces.
nos & ur eyes peeled for some familiar names faces
feug
rille

It was never anything but a blast to work on a project wedding time=honored
archetypes, modern sensibilities, awesome art, and a new chapter in Marvel
‘ WIA history. Some things went absolutely according to plan,

i and some evolved organically during the creative process,
vell 1yt the end result is something I feel lucky to have
dipd worked on. I hope you enjoy reading it as much as we
vul enJjoyed creating it.
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vailable on the Marvel Comics App in July
And on-sale in June at your local comic book retailer!

To find your local comic & hobby shop, go to
www.comicshoplocatorcom or call 1-888-COMICBODK

Find us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/marvel
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